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Minutes: Housing Strategy & Renewal: Skills Development Strategy Group Meeting

	Item
	Action To Be Taken By

	Present: 



Jane Quinlan

                  Fred Jenkins

                  Tracey Best

                  Debbie Burton


	

	 
	

	1. Apologies

Ian Fleming, Margaret Johns, Wendy Brown

	

	2.
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

ESF bid – still need clarification – no feedback yet regarding who has won tender – between PLUSS, Working Links, Action for Employment.  

Cabinet report was approved on 12th February.

Skills event was cancelled due to lack of publicity and time to organize.


	TB/IF

	3. New Library in Efford – Headspace update

No one in attendance able to give an update.
	

	4.
Adults leaners week in Efford – 17th May – 24th May 

TB gave details of the new DELL Childrens Centre site at Highfield School – a ‘drop-in’ facility for local people which can also host training events and activities.  The name has yet to be decided but it will be around a ‘Parent’s Information Centre’ where local residents can access information regarding going back to work, accessing childcare, getting support for debt advice, health issues etc.  A receptionist will be recruited in time but until that point DELL Children’s Centre will be ‘manned’ Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Adult Learners Week – suggestion to put on a week of taster sessions for local residents in a range of activities to inspire learning opportunities.  Low level activities need to be organized to encourage residents to get involved.  The new Children’s Centre site at Highfield could provide a base for activities but use of other venues is important – e.g. the Library, St Paul’s Church, Highfield School.  Would be good to provide information and support sessions for residents wishing to volunteer, access training, get back into work etc., as well as taster sessions for residents to rty out different opportunities.  

Connexions, YMCA, PACLS can provide information and sessions.

Separate meeting to take place to plan taster sessions and adult learner week.


	

	5.
Adult education in Efford

Community Allotment Scheme – 3 families now involved in the project.  PACLS supporting with a tutor to assist learning and support progress.  A workshop took place on the 15th – families signed up to First Steps to initiate learning and support.  Trips to Diggin It and Embankment Allotment being organized, planting and raising beds is taking place, slowly.

Happy Hampers – Approx. 15 volunteers have signed up to deliver ‘Happy Hampers’ – veg bag scheme.  Food and Hygiene Certificate was delivered to volunteers through YMCA – BCI funded.

Cookery Courses and IT Recipe Card course – attendance has been good, Cookery course participants have enjoyed continuing their learning by taking part on IT web based recipe card sessions.  Most learners will now progress onto other IT courses – e.g. word processing courses, web page writing.

Fitness Festival and Community Sports – Fitness festival fairly successful with approx. 200 people taking part, some activities were more popular than others – yoga, salsa dancing, belly dancing, body combat.  Some venues and times were more popular, issues around childcare may have prevented daytime participation.  Raiders basketball 6 week pilot has produced 3 young people wishing to continue to gain coaching qualifications.  YMCA football due to start at the end of March.


	

	9.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 7th May 9.30 – 11.30 at East End Renewal Office – 4 Mainstone Avenue, Cattedown
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